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or half seriousj ever used the expression 

(3) 'don’t let the facts get in the way of a 

(4) story" is argumentative, irrelevant 

(5) inappropriate, has rxDthing to do with his 

(6) state of mind when writing this or any other 

(7) story, and I object 

(8) MR. McDEVTTT: Well, let me ask you 

(9) now, since you are such a keen judge of 

( 10 ) what’s relevant Mr. Mushnick ^id that hi 

(11) conjunction with this article about 

( 12 ) Mr. Wachob, are you going to tell me it’s 
(135 not relevant to find that out? 

(14) MR. JACKSON: Rrst of aU, don't get 

(15) into this sarcasm crap. 

( 16 ) Second of all, if you ask him that 

(17) question, it indeed may be relevant 

( 18 ) MR. McOEVnT: So you want me to sort 

(19) of script down how I'm going to get to the 

(20) point ard ask questions that you’ll find 

( 21 ) permissible versus ones you wont? You know 

( 22 ) it’s relevant 

(23) MR. JACKSON: That’s bullshit Cut the 

(24) crap. 

(25) MR. McOEVnT; You don’t need to use 
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(1) 

( 2 ) profanity. I think you are disgradng 

(3) yourself. 

(4) MR. JACKSON: Oh, yes, a total 

(5) disgrace. You've got five more minutes. Are 

(6) you going to ask that question, 

(7) Mr. McDevitt? 

(8) MR. McDEWTT: What question? 

(9) MR. JACKSON: Whether he used that 

(10) expression in regard to this article, or only 

( 11 ) with regard to things unrelated to this 

( 12 ) lawsuit? 

(13) MR. McOEVTTT: It’s obvious th^ you 

(14) are uncomfortable with that whole line of 

(15) inquiry, so we will see we can fird one 

( 16 ) th^s acceptable here. 

(17) MR. JACKSON: Thank you. 

( 18 ) Q. Dd you ever talk to an attorney by the 

(19) name d Robert Wolf? 

( 20 ) A. Yes. 

( 21 ) Q- Did you obtain his number from 

( 22 ) somebody? 

(23) A. I don’t recall. If memory serves 

(24) correctly, 1 think he left the message at my office 

(25) for me to call him, but I can’t recall in full. 


(£) Q. Do you recall taOdng to Mr. Wolf? 

(3) A. Yes. 

(i^ Q. What did he tell you? 

(5) A I believe he tod me he was 

(6) representing Rita Chatterton. 

( 7 ) Q. D’d he teB you why he wanted you to 

(8) know that? 

(^ A. Not that I recall. I can assume that 

( 10 ) because I was covering these stories. 

( 11 ) Q. D'd he tell you he was making any 

( 12 ) rrxxietary demands against Titan? 

(13) A. Not thk I recall. 

(14) Q. Dd you ever learn that Mr. Wolf had 

(15) demanded $5 million from Trtan during the 

( 16 ) programming of the Now It Can Be Tod show? 

(17) A. Not that I recall. 

( 18 ) Q. Dd you ever learn that fact? 

(19) A. Not that I recaD. 

( 20 ) Q. I think you've given us some testknony 

( 21 ) about one conversation that you had with 

( 22 ) Mr. McMahon regarding statements that he had made 

(23) about Mr. Phflfips. 

(24) A Mmm-hmm. 

(25) Q. Ard I think that you’ve indicated 
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( 1 ) 

( 2 ) everything you can remember about that 

(3) conversation. If there is other - what! - I’m 

(4) not trying to trap you in any way. If you want to 
^ supplementwhatyousad, that's my point of this 

(6) question. What I’d like to fird out is everythdg 

(7) that was sad in the three conversations that you 

(8) had vvith Mr. McMahon. Do you vvarit to start vvSh 

(9) the first oonversation you had with Mr. McMahon, i 

( 10 ) you can remember what that was about, ard then tell 

( 11 ) me in as much detail as you can remember the fcst 

( 12 ) conversation you had with him? 

(13) A. ru teB you with - to the best of my 

(14) reooliection that the first oonversation came late 

(15) at night When 1 returned home, I got a message 

( 16 ) from my wife to call Vmce McMahon at his home, 

(17) regardless of what hour it was. I caBed him, I 

( 18 ) believe it was arourd mdnight, if not after 

(19) mdnight. 

( 20 ) Q. Ctoud I ask you this, ard I’B let you 

(21) continue. Do you remember any context in which 

( 22 ) this call was? Was it in the context of any 

(23) specific article, or event, in which he called 

(24) you? 

(25) A. I believe it was around either late 
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( 1 ) 

0 Feboiaiy-t actually. I befavB i was just pfior 

[3] to t^e suspension cl - cx resignations -1 dont 

(4) knew how they were characterized ^ this point - 
ot Patterson, Garvin, and Ph88ps. 

(6) Q. Okay. If you oould oontinue with what 
C7) you remember about the phone caL 

(8) ^ i recaD Mr. McMahon being very, very 
(Sf) cordial to me, very almost sweet to me, 

(iG) oomp&menting me, saying that he had checked me 
( 11 ) out and knew I was highly regarded in the field, 

(19 and th^ he wants very much to get to the bottom of 

(13) the things that had surfaced ‘n my columns, and he 

(14) felt that he wanted very much to meet wth me and 

( 15 ) have lunch or dinner, some such wh^ could be 

( 16 ) perceived as a social setdng. 

(17) I recall sayii^ I'd do my best to 

( 18 ) facilitate that I didn't firid I to be 

(19) essential. But I promised him a cal back I 

( 20 ) believe the next day. i think that night he told 
pi) methat, again.tolhe bestof myreoofiection, I 
(29 think that was the night he tokJ me that Pierson, 
(23) Garvin, and Philfips had resigned, or he had forced 
p4) them, some such rformation Eke th^ 

ps) Q. Is that pretty much what you remember 
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(9 about the first cal? 

(3) A. Yes. 

(4) Q. Anything else you can recall? 

(5) A. I remember him telEng me that these 

(6) gentlemen represented that they had resigned. I 

( 7 ) dont knew about Phfflrps, but I remember Patterson 
P) and (3arvin I think he had resigned for the 

(9) best Interests of-because of their deep regard 

( 10 ) tor the WWF, or something along those ines. 

( 11 ) Q. Okay. Where was i left wih respect 

(19 to this request to si down and talk wthyo/? 

(13) A. I told him I'd get back to him. 

(14) Q. Was there then a second cal? 

(15) A. Yes, there was. 

( 16 ) Q. From him to you or from you to hih? 

(17) A. I believe I was from me to him. 

( 18 ) Q. This is wh^ the neod day, or - 

( 19 ) A. ft might harve been the next day. It 

po) might harve been two days alter, but I was soon 

( 21 ) after. 

P9 Q. What do you recal about th^ phone 
p3) calf? 

p4) A. I recall him thanking me for quotrig 

(25) him In an accur^e fashion as to the resignations 
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(1) 

(9 or suspensions of Garvin, Phi^ and Patterson, 

(3) and I recal him refterating his request to si 

(4) just tw) guys tafiong, and reaOy 6ce to meet 

(5) you. At that point, I recal ft was - he just 

(6) seemed too eager to have - to establish some sort 

(7) of sodal setting. He seemed to, on that day, be 

(8) puBng my leg. He seemed to be acting more B<e 

(9) the guy seen do slots on television than a guy 
( 1 G) who was truly oonoemed about whet I was writing in 
(11) The Post 

(19 Q. Was i what he sad that led you to 

(13) be&eve(hat? 

(14) A. It was the kind of conversation where I 

( 1 ^ fee) th^ any reasonable person would say to 

( 16 ) themselves what's gohg on with this guy. 

(17) Q. Was he pofite to you? 

( 18 ) A. So polite that ft was ridloubus. He 

(19) was dripping wth potteness. Dripping with 
po) cordiality. 

pi) Q. Did you e)g)ect him to respond to your 

P9 articies with some emotion other than politeness? 

p3) MR. JACKSON: Objection. He said he 

(24) was over pofte. 

pS) Q. Directed towards you? 
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0 ) 

(9 MR. JACKSON: Go ahead. 

(3) A. i expect -1 dont know what I 

(4) expected! ddnt-l-l learned later on 

(5) that- 

(6) MR. JACKSON: No. 

( 7 ) A. OkEiy. I ddnt know what I expected. 

(8) Q. Dd you think th^ somebody who had al 

(9) that written about him ooudnl be as poIitB as he 

( 10 ) was being to you? 

( 11 ) A. That had nothing to do with wh^ I'm 

(19 tefing you, th^ even 11 had written nothing 
(19 about him, even f I had wiitten a glowrig pieoe 

( 14 ) about McMahon, the way he was actng on the phone 

(15) was as 11 woud - as i I had been Judy Gartand 

( 16 ) and I just larded In Oz, and I had larded atop the 

(17) wkiced witch. 

(19 Q. So he was poGte or ever polte? 

(19) A. He was - he was extremely oordtai, 

(20) extremely polite. Just he seemed to be talking to 
pi) me the way he talks to - he does interviews, or he 
P9 does ringsde stuff on his WWF productions. 

P9 Q. Dd he swear at you? 

P4) A. Not as I recal, no, sir. 

ps) Q. Dd he curse you in any way? 
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( 1 ) 

0 A. No. sir. 

0 Q. And then when is the third 

(4) conversation? 

( 5 ) A. The third conversation shortly 

( 6 ) thereafter, probably within two or three days. 

( 7 ) Q. Did he call you or you call him? 

( 8 ) A. I don’t recall. 

0 Q. Was that the conversation we have been 

( 10 ) into in some detail about Mel Phillips, or is this 

( 11 ) a different- 

( 12 ) A. That was a very lengthy conversation. 

(13) Q. And that’s the one where you talked 

(14) about Mel PhilOps and the drcumstances 

(15) surrounding his departure at a prior time and 

(16) coming back to the WWF? 

(17) A. Yes. 

( 18 ) Q. Is there anything you remember about 

(0 that corwersation other than what you’ve told us 
^ about during these depositions? 

( 21 ) A. 1 recall saying to him, 1 believe at 

( 2 g this point we were on a first-name basis, and I 

(23) recall saying to him, Vince, I’m just having 

(24) trouble. You keep saying you want to get to the 

(25) bottom of this. You - and then you keep saying I 
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( 1 ) 

0 don’t believe it, I can’t believe it, but if it 
0 happens, I’ll get to the bottom of it And I said, 

( 4 ) Vince -1 don’t remember doubting his sincerity, 

0 but I remember thinWng it 

( 6 ) He talked about his great regard for 

0 children and I said, you know, Vince, no offense - 

(^ I was trying to be as polite as possible -1 said 

0 no offense, if you have a great regard for 

( 10 ) children, you don’t teach them what I consider to 

( 11 ) be, and many people, negative ethnic and racial 

( 12 ) stereotyping, graphic violence, you don’t present 

(13) heroes to ffiek Id^ all swollen up wfth 'toi^. 

(14) You don’t show doseups of kids at itigside who are 

(15) actually horrtfied to see the violent things they 

( 16 ) see, and are perceived to be believing that 

(17) everything is real, and it’s all horrible. 

( 18 ) And Vince said I will admit to you we 

(19) go too tar sometimes, and then he brought up as an 

( 20 ) example something they did with a snake biting 
pi) somebody. It was something I had seen recently, 

( 2 ^ and the WWF cameras cut to a Wd maybe seven or 

(23) eight years dd, absolutely horrified, absolutely 

(24) bonified to be witnessing this. 

(25) And Vince said I admit to you we do go 


( 1 ) 

0 too for sometimes, but I want to assure you that 
0 I’m a good parent, and if there are diildren being 
( 4 ) abused. I’ll do something about it 
0 And then he told me I want you to 
( 6 ) know - Mel Phillips’ name came up. He said I want 
0 you to know that -1 believe 1 brought up Mel 
( 8 ) Phillips’ name, and he became very sonrfoer and 
0 sober, and said I want you to know that we had 

( 10 ) krxDwn tor sorne tirne that Mel had a peculiar arid 

( 11 ) unnatural interest and attachment to children, and 

( 12 ) as we saw him gc^g around and - with Irids, that 

(13) Linda and I decided that this was wrong, arxi we 

(14) fired him, and then a period of time-I dont 

(15) recall whether he Scud two years or four years, but 

( 16 ) a period of time passed, arid out of the goodness of 

(17) our hearts, we brought back Mel. He really missed 

( 18 ) the wrestling. He really missed the scene. We 

(19) brought him back with the caveat that he steer 
0)) dear of children. 

^ 1 ) At that point 1 said but isn’t he 

( 22 ) hanging out He 

(23) says oh, yes.^^^^^B He seeme^urprised 
0 Q to imow that! knew that. He says but H has 
(25) h'is parents’ permission to be with Mel, and I think 
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(1) 

0 I said to Mel -to Vince, but if you fed that the 
0 guy has a peculiar attraction to children, an 
(4) unnatural attraction to children, why would you let 
0 any tdd co me back , and I said to him, it's well 
(Q l<nownthd||BI<nQwnasMrs. MelPhilfipson 
0 the drcuft. Mel didn’t - Vnce didn’t deny 
0 thaL Affo I said it’s also kirid of weU knoi^ that 
0 if not retarded, this kid’s borderline retarded, 

( 10 ) which makes him that mudi more vulnerable, which 

( 11 ) should make him that much-you should be thd 

( 12 ) much more interested in his gcxxl and weffare as to 

(13) keeping him away from Md Philfips, and he said 

(14) that’s something I'B have to consider, or 

(15) something along those lines. 

( 16 ) And then he spoke, he sad but I want 

(17) you to know that your source or source ares - no, 

( 18 ) I think he sdd I kriow who your sources, and in 

(19) essence you are barkkig up the wrong tree. This 
03 ) guy is a homosexual, and he said it in a pejorative 

( 21 ) way, and I said, weH, 1 don’t have anything about 

( 22 ) homosexuals. 

(23) Q. You mean Hodgson, you are talking 
p 4 ) about? 

(25) A. He hadn't mentioned his name yet And 
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( 1 ) 

0 I said. I cionl know ttiis source to be a 

(3) homosexual, and I think at this point there's more 

(4) than one source here. 

(5) He said to me you are talking about 

(6) Muny Hodgson. And I reaSy didn't say anything. 

(7) At that point I didn't want to -1 ddnt know 

(B) whether Vince was tryirig to cfeccver thirigs from 

(9) me, boking to confirm his suspicions, i just 

( 10 ) don't recal what I said. I might have said 

( 11 ) perhaps. I said I realty doni want to get into 

(ig divulging sources, Mr. McMahon, or Vince, and I 
(15 remember writing his name dcwr on a piece of 
(14) paper. I didn't even remember hearing t 

(15 oorrectty. 

( 16 ) AfxJ I remember when we got off the 

(17) phone can - and I think t lasted wel h excess 
(15 of a half hour, and there was a poirtf in that 

( 19 ) convers^ion where I actualty to mysef maybe, 
po) just rraybe, this guy wants to oome around on this 
( 21 ) thing. Thai this - and I said through this whole 
^ thing about starting Zahorian, I said, Vince, 

^ you ooukJ have said that this thing had a bt to do 
P4) with this. Instead, the toct th^ Zahorian is in 
ps) jad for three-and-a-half years for dispensing 
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( 1 ) 

0 drugs to wrestlers, bdudbg - and McMahon, I 

(3) said you could have made a fufl breast of this, you 

(4) coub have said at this point and I remember this 

(5) precisely, you could ha/e said we have made some 

(6) mistakes, we bve children, we probably have done 

(7) something wrong here, we are going to stop dobg I 

(8) now and make sure th^ wa never, ever do som^rg 

(9) like this agar. 

( 10 ) I said Vinoe, or st thst point I made 

( 11 ) have been caSng Mr. McMahon, I said you didn't do 
(15 this, you said this has absohJteiy nothing to do 

(15 with this, this is a bunch of nonsense. We are 
(15 going to have steroid testing and th^ kind of 
(15 thing. 

(15 He listened. arxJ I thrk he Kstened 

(17) with some Kind of apprectabon. At th^ point I 

(15 think I felt at bast an element of Vinoe that 

(15 said, yeah, we saewed this up, we got this wrong, 

0 }) perha^ we Tied. He didnl say that, but I just 
pi) got the sense that I was gettiig through to him as 
(25 to what t related as to what good pubDc relations 
(23) is versus Ties. 

P4) And then I said to him, and you had to 

(25) have krxTwn, you had to h^^e krxiwn that Caarvii and 
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0 Patterson and PhiEps were doing this, because you - 
(5 were on the road. You saw this stuff. You heard 
( 4 ) this stuff going around. Everybody kncws that 
(5 there was joking going on atxxjt Mel Phiips'foot 
(5 fetish. Everybody Knew that there were kids on the 
(7) road who dbnt bebng there, kids who were 
(5 probably underage and what were they doing - why 
(5 was t important to have a kid from upstate 
(15 New York in Balbrnore? Why dont you just pick up 
( 11 ) a Kid for the night to hotd a wrestler's robe in 
(15 Baltimore? Why did Mel Phi&ps have to schbpp 
(15 these kids at around the oountry? 

(15 Q. Wh^ did he say? 

(15 A. He said to me that's why we hcive gotten 
(15 rid of them, meaning aO three of those guys. He 
(17) said to me that’s why we have gotten rid of them. 

(15 At that point I've said to myseff, I 

(15 said Vboe McMahon may have an ounce of decency in 

(25 him. He may be boking to dean up his act He 

pi) had given me his whob spbl about his family and 

(25 his regard for his chSdren, and I was for the 

P3] moment touched by 1 

P5 Q. When was this 1^ conversation that 

ps) you described? When did thrf occur? 
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( 1 ) 

(5 A. I believe it was earty evening, and i 
(5 lasted unti mddb to late evening. 

(5 Q. Can you put i in reference to the 

(5 Donahue shew, or the Kng shew, or weeks ahead of 

(5 r? 

(7) A. Prior. Just prior. 

(5 Q. Days, or weeks? 

(5 A. Da;^. 

(15 Q. Is ^ere anything more about the 

( 11 ) oorrversatbn th^ you remember th^ you havent 

(15 sad? The last one. 

(15 A There might be. It was a bng " 

(15 conversation. But tfiat was the one that's dearly 
(15 freshest In my head, because for a moment I thought 
(15 that Vnee McMahon was going to do the right thing 
(17) as it related to past sins of his organization, and 
(15 he going to make good out of bad. He was going 
(15 to save his organizalion by - he was teling me, 

(25 you know, I've gone broke before, and 11 means 
pi) telling the truth and going broke again, wel, damn 
P5 it. 11 dot 

(25 And for a moment, for a brief moment 

(25 in fact there was an ebment in me that held out 

(25) hope for this guy, unti he appeared on the Larry 
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( 1 ) 

King show and just started ly^ his butt off 

(3) again. _ 

(4) THE REPORTER: Mr. McOevftt, I really 

(5) have to go. 

(6) MR. McDEVTTT: So she has to go, so I 

(7) cani todow up on that, and we will just 

(8) take it up when we resume. 

(9) (Time ncked: 5:10 p.m.) 


( 10 ) 

( 11 )- 

(12) PHIUPL MUSHNICK 

(13) 

( 14 ) Subscribed and sworn to before me 

(15) this day of 1993. 

(16) 
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- INDEX -. 

WITNESS EXAMINATKDN BY PAGE 
Mushnick Mr. McOevitt 340 

-EXHIBITS- 

PLAINTIFFS* FOR I.D. 

44 Handwritten note 340 

45 Page of handwritten notes Bates 360 
stamped 000900 

46 Handwritten notes Bates stamped 372 
001236 

47 Article entitled See How Bad Our 399 
Sport Can Be 

48 Handwritten notes Bates stamped 415 
1267 

49 Harxiwritten rxjte Bates stamped 418 
001273 

50 Copy of a first-dass maifing 434 
envelope 

51 Three-page document Bates marked 434 
1156 through 58 

52 Two-page document consisting of 487 
message slip and handwritten note 
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( 1 ) 

(2) CERTIFICATE 

( 5 ) 

(4) STATE OF NEW YORK) 

(5) )ss.: 

(6) COUNTY OF NEW YORK) 

(7) 

(8) I, RINA M. DiMAlO, RPR, a Notary Public 

(9) withinandlortheStaleof NewYork, do 

( 10 ) hereby certify; 

( 11 ) That PHIUP L MUSHNICK the wftness 
(ig whose deposition is hereinbefore set forth, 

( 1 ^ was duly sworn by me arxl that such deposition 

(14) is atrue record ofthetesfrnony given by 

(15) such witness. 

( 16 ) I further certify that I am not related 

(17) to any of the parties to this action by blood 
( 16 ) or marriage; and that I am in no way 

(19) interested in the outcome of this matter. 

( 20 ) IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 

( 21 ) my hand this 24th day of September, 1993. 

( 22 ) 

(23) --- 

(24) RINA M. DiMAlO. RPR 

(25) 


(2) -EXHIBITS- 

(3) PLAINTIFFS’FOR I.D. 

(4) 53 Handwritten note Bates stamped 00924 489 

(5) 54 Handwritten note on a piece of 495 

(6) paper headedPTA, Bates stamped 1290 

(7) 55 Handwritten note Bates stamped 001271 499 

(8) 56 hHartdwritten iTOte Bates starriped 00917 505 

(9) 57 Handwritten note Bates stamped 00921 507 
(i(^ 58 handwritten note Bates stamped 515 

(11) PM 00895 

( 1 ^ 59Transcriptof Larry King Live 551 

(13) dated March 13.1992 

( 1 ^ 60 Letter Fuchsberg to McOevitt dated 590 

(15) March 13,1992 and attached Verified 

(16) Complaint 

(17) 61 Dcxxrment entitled Donahue transcript 592 

(18) dated March 16,1992 

( 19 ) 62 Article dated Monday, December 28, 608 

(20) 1992 

( 21 ) 63 Document entitled Brown County 625 

( 22 ) Sheriffs Department Incident Report 

(23) 

(24) 

(25) 
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